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Kelly Blanchard               

Ibis Reproductive Health, 17 Dunster Street, Suite 201, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138, USA 
Telephone: 617-349-0040; Fax: 617-349-0041; Email: kblanchard@ibisreproductivehealth.org 
 
Education                              

 
Harvard School of Public Health 
MSc in Population and International Health, June 1997. 
Master’s thesis: “Health Workers’ Opinions of the Public Health Service in South Africa:  
Implications for Quality of Care.” Awards: Pforzheimer Fellowship for Public Service 1996, 
1997. GPA-3.90. 
 
Harvard/Radcliffe College 
AB Magna Cum Laude in Social Studies, June 1992. 
Undergraduate thesis: “Islamic Reform in Context: Understanding the Maitatsine Rebellion in 
Northern Nigeria.” Analyzed the economic, historical, and political context of an Islamic 
movement in Northern Nigeria.  Awards: John Harvard Scholarship, Elizabeth Cary Agassiz 
Certificate of Merit. Focus on African history, politics, and culture. 
 

Research and Development Experience            

 
Ibis Reproductive Health Cambridge, MA 
President, November 2004-present (Acting President, March-November 2004) 
Provide conceptual, managerial, and financial leadership for an organization of roughly twenty staff 
in three offices worldwide, with an annual operating budget of $2 million. Thematic areas of research 
include contraception, medical and surgical abortion, and STI/HIV prevention. Lead organizational 
fundraising and oversee program development and implementation both domestically and 
internationally.  
 
Ibis Reproductive Health Johannesburg, South Africa 
Associate, June 2003-March 2004 
Managed development and operations of South Africa office, including managing clinical and social 
science research projects on reproductive health.  Participated as member of Ibis management team, 
including supervising local and international staff, fundraising, and program development.   
 
Population Council Johannesburg, South Africa 
Program Associate, January 2000-May 2003  
Managed a growing program of work on reproductive health in South Africa and the Southern 
African region, including quantitative and qualitative research on emergency contraception, medical 
and surgical abortion, and microbicides. Major projects included management of a phase II trial of a 
novel vaginal microbicide and development of clinical trial sites and patient and provider materials 
for mifepristone medical abortion. Responsible for fundraising, program and protocol development, 
staff supervision, study monitoring, data analysis, and manuscript preparation.   
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Population Council New York, NY 
Staff Program Associate, December 1998-December 1999, Program Manager, July 1997-December 1998 
Designed, implemented, analyzed data and reported results from clinical and social science research 
projects on microbicides, medical and surgical abortion, emergency contraception, and maternal 
health. Managed site development for microbicides expanded safety trials in South Africa and 
Thailand and monitored implementation of a large emergency contraception trial in the US and UK. 
 
Alumnae Health Study Boston, MA 
HSPH/Department of Population and International Health 
Project Manager, September 1996-June 1997 
Responsible for data management in survey of over 5,000 women college graduates investigating the 
relationship of athletic activity to health outcomes later in life.  Served as a liaison to a data entry 
organization, supervised two administrative staff, and assisted in development of analysis plan. 
 
Population Council New York, NY 
Consultant, January-March 1997 
With Anrudh Jain, collected data from DHS reports and calculated an index of gender disparity 
based on female and male educational attainment by age group. 
 
Women’s Health Project Johannesburg, South Africa 
Research Assistant, June-September 1996 
Managed and analyzed data from a situation analysis of reproductive health services in Northern, 
Northwest, and Northern Cape provinces. Produced written reports and visual presentations for 
district, regional, and provincial government officials. Led discussion among officials in small group 
sessions during dissemination workshops in each province to present data and get feedback. Trained 
local staff in data management and analysis and use of EpiInfo and Excel computer software.  
 
Fulbright Scholarship Accra, Ghana 
Visiting Scholar, University of Legon, October 1992-September 1993 
Designed and conducted a study exploring the resurgence of African Traditional Religion in Ghana. 
Interviewed and surveyed members of a modern religious movement to determine socio-economic 
status and motivation for joining the group. Developed character profile of founder, and documented 
economic, historic, and cultural context of this movement.  
 
Voluntary Workcamps Associations of Nigeria and Ghana Lagos, Nigeria; Accra, Ghana 
Volunteer, July-August 1991 
Nigeria: provided organizational assistance to local governments to set up future work camps. 
Ghana: participated in short-term development project assisting in the construction of a medical 
center in the Ashanti Region. 
 
Harvard University/Department of Government Cambridge, MA 
Research Assistant to Assistant Professor Jennifer Widner, June-September 1990 
Analyzed the social and economic impact of World Bank and IMF economic reform measures in West 
and Central Africa. 
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Professional Awards and Memberships           

 
Instructor, Global Health and Population Department, Harvard School of Public Health 
 
Guttmacher Institute 2009 Darroch Award for excellence in research to advance sexual and 
reproductive health 
 
American Public Health Association PFPRH Section 2006 Outstanding Young Professional 
 
American Public Health Association, member 
Population Association of America, member 
Association of Reproductive Health Professionals, member 
National Abortion Federation, member 
International AIDS Society, member 
Society for Family Planning, member 
 
Studies in Family Planning, reviewer 
Reproductive Health Matters, reviewer 
AIDS and Behavior, reviewer 
Sexually Transmitted Infections, reviewer 
International Family Planning Perspectives, reviewer 
New England Journal of Medicine, reviewer 
British Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, reviewer 
 
 
Other Experience               

 
HSPH/Department of Population and International Health 
Teaching Assistant for Professor Allan Hill, Assessing the Impact of Health Interventions in Developing   
               Countries, March-June 1997 
Teaching Assistant for Assistant Professor Omar Rahman, Population and Health, September-November 1996 
Teaching Assistant for Associate Professor Rachel Snow and Lecturer Iain Aitken, Topics in Reproductive   
               Health, January-May 1996 
 
EF Educational Tours 
Tour Consultant, January 1994-September 1995 
 
 
Skills                

 

• Computer Applications and Data Analysis: Extensive experience performing quantitative 
and qualitative data analysis. Fluent in following computer applications: Word processing 
programs, Microsoft PowerPoint, Excel, SPSS, SAS, STATA, EpiInfo, nQuery. 

 
• Languages: Spanish: intermediate; French: beginner 
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Publications                

 
Blanchard K.  Improving women’s access to emergency contraception:  Innovative information and 
service delivery strategies.  JAMWA 1998;53(5):238-41. 
 
Blanchard K, Winikoff B, Ellertson C.  Use of misoprostol during pregnancy and Möbius’ syndrome 
in infants [letter].  NEJM 1998;339(21):1553-4. 
 
Blanchard K.  Putting control in women’s hands:  Microbicide research.  Women’s Health News 
1998;25:11-12. 
 
Ellertson C, Blanchard K, Webb A, Bigrigg A, Haskell S.  Emergency contraception [letter].  Lancet 
1998;352:1477.  
 
Blanchard K, Winikoff B, Ellertson C.  Misoprostol used alone for the termination of early pregnancy:  
A review of the evidence.  Contraception 1999;59:209-217. 
 
Blanchard K, Elul B, RamaRao S.  Reproductive Health Indicators:  Moving Forward.  New York:  
Population Council, Robert H. Ebert Program on Critical Issues in Reproductive Health. 1999. 
 
Blanchard K, Winikoff B, Coyaji K, Ngoc NTN.  Misoprostol-alone—A new method of medical 
abortion?  JAMWA 2000;55:189-190. 
 
Coggins C, Blanchard K, Friedland B.  Men’s attitudes toward a potential vaginal microbicide in 
Zimbabwe, Mexico and the USA.  Reproductive Health Matters 2000;8(15):132-141. 
 
Coggins C, Blanchard K, Alvarez F, Brache V, Weisberg E, Kilmarx PH, Lacarra M, Massai R, Mishell 
D Jr., Salvatierra A, Witwatwongwana P, Elias C, Ellertson C.  Preliminary safety and acceptability of 
a carrageenan gel for possible use as a vaginal microbicide.  Sex Transm Inf 2000;76:480-483. 
 
Ellertson C, Shochet T, Blanchard K, Trussell J.  Emergency contraception:  A review of the 
programmatic and social science literature.  Contraception 2000;61:145-186. 
 
Van de Wijgert J, Elias C, Ellertson C, McGrory E, Blanchard K, Friedland B, Winikoff B, Brown G.  
Condom promotion in microbicides trials [letter].  AJPH 2000;90(7):1153. 
 
Coetzee N, Blanchard K, Ellertson C, Hoosen A, Friedland B.  Acceptability and feasibility of 
Micralax applicators and of methyl cellulose gel placebo for large-scale trials of vaginal 
microbicides.  AIDS 2001;15:1837-42. 
 
Ellertson C, Ambardekar S, Hedley A, Coyaji K, Trussell J, Blanchard K.  Emergency contraception:  
Randomized comparison of advance provision and information only.  Obstet Gynecol 2001;98:570-5. 
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Tharawan K, Manopaiboon C, Ellertson C, Limpakarnjanarat K, Chaikummao S, Kilmarx P, 
Blanchard K, Coggins C, Mastro T, Elias C.  Women’s willingness to participate in microbicide trials, 
northern Thailand.  JAIDS 2001;28:180-6. 
 
Blanchard K, Clark S, Winikoff B, Gaines G, Kabani G, Shannon C.  Misoprostol for women’s health:  
A review.  Obstet Gynecol 2002;99:316-32. 
 
Blanchard K, Elias C.  Non-HIV STIs and the epidemiology of success.  In The Science of Microbicides:  
Accelerating Development.  New York:  Rockefeller Foundation, 2002. 47-52. 
 
Blanchard K, Haskell S, Ferden S, Johnstone K, Spears A, Evans M, Leadbetter C, Carlson S, Meehan 
A, Abuabara K, Ellertson C.  Differences between emergency contraception users in the US and the 
UK.  JAMWA 2002;57:200-3. 
 
Clark S, Blum J, Blanchard K, Galvao L, Fletcher H, Winikoff B.  Misoprostol use in obstetrics and 
gynecology in Brazil, Jamaica and the United States.  Int J Gyn Obstet 2002;76:65-74. 
 
Esu-Williams E, Blanchard K.  Female condoms and microbicides.  In Essex M et al. (eds.), AIDS in 
Africa, 2nd ed.  New York:  Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, 2002. 506-13. 
 
Muia E, Blanchard K, Lukhando M, Olenja J, Liambila W.  Evaluation of an EC introduction project in 
Kenya.  Contraception 2002;66:255-60.   
 
Blanchard K, Bungay H, Furedi A, Sanders L.  Evaluation of an EC advanced provision service.  
Contraception 2003;67:343-8. 
 
Blanchard K.  Life without menstruation.  The Obstetrician & Gynaecologist 2003;5:34-7. 
 
Blanchard K.  To menstruate or not? [review article].  Gynecol Forum 2003;8(2):13-15. 
 
Blanchard K, Fonn S, Xaba M.  Abortion law in South Africa:  Passage of a progressive law and 
challenges for implementation.  Gac Méd Méx 2003;139(1):S109-14. 
 
Ellertson C, Webb A, Blanchard K, et al.  Modifying the Yuzpe regimen of emergency contraception:  
A multicenter randomized controlled trial.  Obstet Gynecol 2003;101:1160-7. 
 
Abuabara K, Becker D, Ellertson C, Blanchard K, Schiavon R, Garcia SG.  As often as needed: 
Appropriate use of emergency contraceptive pills.  Contraception 2004;69:339-42. 
 
Blanchard K, Taneepanichskul S, Kiriwat O, Sirimai K, Svirirojana N, Mavimbela N, Winikoff B.  Two 
regimens of misoprostol for treatment of incomplete abortion.  Obstet Gynecol 2004;103:860-5.   
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Miller K, Blumenthal P, Blanchard K.  Oral contraceptive and cervical cancer:  Critique of a recent 
review.  Contraception 2004;69:347-51.  
 
Shochet T, Blanchard K, King H, Henchcliffe B, Hunt J, McCaig C, Weaver K, Stirling A, Glasier A, 
Webb A, Ellertson C.  Side effects of the Yuzpe regimen of emergency contraception and two 
modifications.  Contraception 2004;69:301-7. 
 
Blanchard K, Polis C.  Emergency contraception:  Ensuring access.  Gynecology Forum 2005;10(3):10-12. 
 
Blanchard K, Shochet T, Coyaji K, Ngoc NTN, Winikoff B.  Misoprostol alone for early abortion:  An 
evaluation of seven potential regimens.  Contraception 2005;72:91-97. 
 
Blanchard K, Harrison T, Sello M.  Pharmacists’ knowledge and perceptions of emergency 
contraception pills in Soweto and Johannesburg Central Business District, South Africa.  Int Fam 
Plann Perspect 2005;31(4):172-178.  
 
Cooper D, Dickson K, Blanchard K, Cullingworth L, Mavimbela N, von Mollendorf C, van Bogaert L, 
Winikoff B.  Medical abortion:  The possibilities for introduction in the public sector in South Africa. 
Reproductive Health Matters 2005;13(26):35-43. 
 
Grossman D, Ellertson C, Abuabara K, Blanchard K, Rivas F.  Do product labeling and norms deter 
contraceptive use?  AJPH 2006;96(5):791-799. 
 
Westley E, Bigrigg A, Webb A, Haskell S, Blanchard K, Loftus-Granberg B, Sorhaindo A, Johnston K, 
Spiers A, Abuabara K, Ellertson C.  Risk of pregnancy and external validity in clinical trials of 
emergency contraception.  J Fam Plann Reprod Health Care 2006;32(3):165-169. 
 
Kilmarx P, van de Wijgert J, Chaikummao S, Jones HE, Limpakarnjanarat K, Friedland BA, Karon JM, 
Manopaiboon C, Srivirojana N; Yanpaisarn S, Young NL, Mock PA, Blanchard K, Mastro T.  Safety 
and acceptability of the candidate microbicide Carraguard in Thai women:  Findings from a Phase II 
clinical trial.  JAIDS 2006; 43(3):327-334. 
 
Whitehead SJ, Kilmarx PH, Blanchard K, et al.  Acceptability of Carraguard vaginal use among Thai 
couples.  AIDS 2006;20(17):2141-2148. 
 
Blanchard K, Schaffer K, McLeod S, Winikoff B.  Medication abortion in the private sector in South 
Africa.  European Journal of Contraception and Reproductive Health Care 2006;11(4):285-290. 
 
Blanchard K, Brown H, Cooper D, Dickson K, Cullingworth L, Mavimbela N, von Mollingdorf C, van 
Bogaert LJ, Winikoff B.  A comparison of women’s, providers’ and ultrasound assessments of 
pregnancy duration among termination of pregnancy clients in South Africa.  BJOG An International 
Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 2007;114(5):569-575. 
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Polis CB, Schaffer K, Blanchard K, Glasier A, Harper CC, Grimes DA.  Advance provision of 
emergency contraception for pregnancy prevention (full review).  The Cochrane Library 2007;2:1-25. 
 
Harper CC, Blanchard K, Grossman D, Henderson JT, Darney PD.  Reducing maternal mortality due 
to elective abortion:  Potential impact of misoprostol in low-resource settings.  International Journal of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics 2007;98:66-69.  
 
Padian NS, van der Straten A, Ramjee G, Chipato T, de Bruyn G, Blanchard K, Shiboski S, 
Montgomery ET, Fancher H, Cheng H, Rosenblum M, van der Laan M, Jewell N, McIntyre J, the 
MIRA Team.  Diaphragm and lubricant gel for prevention of HIV acquisition in southern African 
women:  A randomized controlled trial.  Lancet 2007;370(9583):251-61. 
 
Polis CB, Schaffer K, Blanchard K, Glasier A, Harper CC, Grimes DA.  Advance provision of 
emergency contraception for pregnancy prevention:  A meta-analysis.  Obstetrics and Gynecology 2007 
Dec;110(6):1379-1388. 
 
Bollen LJM, Blanchard K, Kilmarx PH, Chaikummao S, Connolly C, Wasinrapee P, Srivirojana N, 
Achalapong J, Tappero JW, McNicholl JM.  No increase in cervicovaginal proinflammatory cytokines 
after Carraguard use in a placebo-controlled randomized clinical trial.  JAIDS 2008 Feb;47(2):253-257.   
 
Kilmarx PH, Blanchard K, Chaikummao S, Friedland B, Srivirojana N, Connolly C, Witwatwongwana 
P, Supawitkul S, Mock P, Chaowanachan T, Tappero J.  A randomized, placebo controlled trial to 
assess the safety and acceptability of Carraguard vaginal gel among heterosexual couples in 
Thailand. Sexually Transmitted Diseases 2008;35(3):226-232. 
 

Grossman D, Blanchard K, Blumenthal P. Complications after Second Trimester Surgical and Medical 

Abortion Reproductive Health Matters May 2008; 16(Supplement 1):173-182. 

 

Kawonga M, Blanchard K, Cooper D, Cullingworth L, et al. Integrating medical abortion into safe 

abortion services: experience from three pilot sites in South Africa Journal of Family Planning and 

Reproductive Health Care September 2008; 34(3). 

 

Ramjee G, van der Straten A, Chipato T, de Bruyn G, Blanchard K, et al. The Diaphragm and 

Lubricant Gel for Prevention of Cervical Sexually Transmitted Infections: Results of a Randomized 

Controlled Trial Plos One October 2008; 3(10):e3488. 

 

Turner AN, De Kock AE, Meehan-Ritter A, Blanchard K, et al. Many vaginal microbicide trial 

participants acknowledged they had misreported sensitive sexual behavior in face-to-face interviews 

Journal of Clinical Epidemiology November 2008. 

 
Van der Straten A, Cheng H, Moore J, Kacanek D, Blanchard K, et al. The Use of the Diaphragm 
Instead of Condoms in a Phase III Diaphragm Trial. AIDS Behavior December 2008.  
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Dennis A, Henshaw SK, Joyce TJ, Finer LB, Blanchard K. The Impact of Laws Requiring Parental 
Involvement for Abortion: A Literature Review. Guttmacher Institute. March 2009. 
 
Hu D, Grossman D, Levin C, Blanchard K, Goldie SJ. Cost-effectiveness analysis of alternative first-
trimester pregnancy termination strategies in Mexico City. BJOG. May 2009; 116:768-779. 
 
Joyce TJ, Henshaw SK, Dennis A, Finer LB, and Blanchard K. The Impact of State Mandatory 
Counseling and Waiting Period Laws on Abortion: A Literature Review. Guttmacher Institute. May 
2009.  
 
Blanchard K. Technology, Reproductive Health, and the Cairo Consensus. Reproductive Health and 
Human Rights: The Way Forward. June 2009; 140-151. 
 
Jones RK, Fennell J, Higgins JA, and Blanchard K. Better than nothing or savvy risk-reduction 
practice? The importance of withdrawal. Contraception. June 2009; 79:407-410. 
 
Henshaw SK, Joyce TJ, Dennis A, Finer LB, Blanchard K. Restrictions on Medicaid Funding for 
Abortions: A Literature Review. Guttmacher Institute. July 2009. 
 
Montgomery ET, Blanchard K, Cheng H, Chipato T, Bruyn G, Ramjee G, Padian N, van der Straten 
A. Diaphragm and lubricant gel acceptance, skills and patterns of use among women in an 
effectiveness trial in Southern Africa. The European Journal of Contraception & Reproductive Health Care. 
December 2009; 14(6):410-419. 
 
Polis CB, Schaffer K, Blanchard K, Glasier A, Harper CC, Grimes DA. Advance provision of 
emergency contraception for pregnancy prevention (full review) (New search for studies and 
content updated (no change to conclusions)). The Cochrane Library. 2010: Issue 3.  

 
 
Select Current Research Projects            
    
Co-Principal Investigator.  Introducing medication abortion into on-line surgical abortion services in 
KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa.  Operations research to evaluate introduction strategies and 
impact of introduction of mifepriston-misoprostol medication abortion in public sector services in 
South Africa. 
 
Principal Investigator.  Availability of public funding for abortions under the Hyde amendment: 
Providers’ experiences.  Qualitative and quantitative research to document abortion provider 
experiences with Medicaid funding for cases that qualify as Hyde Amendment exceptions.   
 
Co-Principal Investigator.  Abortion self-induction among Latina women in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, Boston and New York.  Survey of women attending clinics that serve predominantly low-
income women on their knowledge and experience with abortion and family planning services, and 
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history of self induction of abortion; women who have self-induced participate in additional in-depth 
interviews.  
 
Co-Principal Investigator.  Methods for Improving Reproductive Health in Africa (MIRA).  
Randomized trial of the diaphragm and lubricant gel for HIV prevention. 
 
Principal Investigator.  Provider perceptions of the diaphragm in the United States and Southern 
Africa. 
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